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Special thanks to
Ruth Gimenez and
her merry band of
helpers

S P E C I A L
P O I N T S O F
I N T E R E S T :



Chatauqua Series to begin



Special thanks to
all the docents



BAHS newest
project –Be
Proud, Be Inspired Wall at
High School



Newest additions
to our collections



Picture at right -omnibuses waiting at Fairgrounds

Berlin Historical Society and the
Federated Church present
Chatauqua Series
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Be Proud, Be Inspired
Inspiration Wall
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Donations to Collections
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I (Heart) Berlin film &
other photos
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Berlin Fairs
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The Berlin Historical Society and the Berlin Federated
Church are teaming up to
present a new history series
to Berlin.
Starting on September 19th
and running for 5 consecutive
Thursdays at the Federated
Church at 192 E. Huron St.
the Chatauqua Series will be
offered beginning at 7:00
p.m.
An appropriately themed
‘afterglow’ will be held in the
Fellowship Hall after the
talks. This will be a time for
visiting with the presenters
and discussing the subjects
further.
The Sept. 19th subject will

be on the Berlin quarries;
Sept. 26th Berlin Steamboats; Oct. 3rd downtown
Berlin through the years;
Oct. 10th Berlin industries; and Oct. 17 Houses
of Worship.
The cost for the entire
series is $25 in advance or
$7.00 at the door.
Tickets are available at
Berlin Mercantile,
Goodrich Home Furnishings, Eskimo Comfort,
Berlin Printing & Office
Supply and the Chamber
office.
This is an wonderful
opportunity for education.
Please encourage your
friends and neighbors to

The official season for the
museums is now over for
2013. We still have some
reservations for special tours
this fall.
It was an extremely busy
summer season during our
open houses. Special thanks
has to go to Ruth Gimenez
for coordinating the volunteers who manned the museums each month. They include Ruth, Gene Berlowski; Don Chaon; Don
Fink; Ron Harke, Chris Kalupa; Roger Mekow, Dave
& Diane Olson; Linda
Ottman; Leone Seaman and
Judy Smith.
We entertained visitors
from Appleton, Dousman,
Green Bay, Kenosha, Oshkosh, Shorewood, Slinger,
Wausau, and Weyauwega in
Wisconsin and then out of
state visitors from California;, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire and 4
from Berlin Germany.
We also entertained multiple classes from Clay Lamberton school and new this
year, students from the
UMOS program visited in
August.
Thanks to all for helping.
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I (Heart) Berlin
ie

mov-

Anke Schiemann and Martin
Gooch (pictured at left) came to
Berlin Wisconsin to film interviews with Berlin residents and to
take shots around town to include
in their documentary, I (heart) Berlin. Anke has visited 15 Berlins
around the U.S. for inclusion in her
film produced by Mindpuzzle
Films. (check out website).

Be Proud—Be Inspired
Inspiration Wall
The Berlin Area Historical Society
in cooperation with the Berlin School
System has taken on a new awards
project to be called “Be Proud-Be
Inspired” Wall.
Ten current or former residents of
Berlin have been chosen for the initial unveiling of this project. Plaques
with the honorees name, picture and
a brief resume of their achievements
will be on display at the Berlin High
School. Thereafter two or more honorees will be chosen each year to join
these ten. The purpose of the Inspiration Wall is to encourage current and
future students of Berlin to follow
their dreams and develop their full
potential using these folks as inspiration.
The first group are all BHS graduates. They include in alphabetical
order:

T r a i l s

Our Collections
Grow
The people of Berlin and others have
been very generous this year with donations to our collections. We have added
the following:
A take out menu from Steeles circa
1961-64 thanks to A. Barry Hess of
Weyauwega
Assorted baby items belonging to Joan
and Julius Marks thanks to Mary Jo
Gertz of Gayslake Il.
Assorted trophies and awards from Clay
Lamberton School (now in Clark
School)

Major General William Blakefield
Donald L. Brown
Rear Admiral (Ret) James J. Carey
Connie Curran
David Doan
Julie Good-Kruger
Thomas Klein
Judge Judith L. LaBuda
C.A., Fred & Louis Peck
Alfred J. Treder
A formal presentation of the
plaques will be made at the school
sometime in September. A committee
will be formed to select the honorees
for next year. Anyone will be eligible
to nominate someone. More information will come forward later in the
year.
Members who serve on the first
committee are: Dave Olson, Chris
Kalupa, Don Fink, Jack Wahlers and
Bobbie Erdmann.

In May Old World Wisconsin returned our Louis
Stetter created baptismal
font just in time for the
spring opening of the museums. Pictured at left is
Michael Kastern, the
builder of the new font for
OWW. He told us that
there are over 250 separate pieces of wood that
make up our font. His
creation mimics ours exactly. Well done, Mike.

&

Two storage cabinets, office supplies, a
printer/copier, assorted commemorative
plates, and other items from Mike and
Fay McMonigal
Large framed picture of Geo. Washington from Ray & Pat Kinziger
A commercial sewing machine on
stand, a mustache trimmer and barber
knife all belonging to Spider Disotel
from Ollie Disotel
32 photos of 2004 flood in and around
Riverside and Longcroft parks. Also
new Huron St. bridge construction from
Pat Wirtz
Premium bowl from W.A. Grota I.G.A., a
postal workers tin cash-box and a token
from Rosy’s Billiard room (Whiting Hotel) from Barb Resop.
A grinding wheel on stand from Tom
Resop.
Cranberry harvest equipment from Bob
Pribnow.

UMO’s kids visit Berlin Museum with guides Dave and
Diane Olson and Bobbie Erdmann
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The County Agricultural Society was
in charge of the first fair held in Berlin in
1855. Berlin was then part of Marquette
County.
Agricultural fairs were devoted to the
exhibition of livestock and agricultural
products. Part of the reason for showing at
fairs was to promote methods of farming
and new inventions to do the work.
When Green Lake County was organized
in 1858, fairs were still held in Berlin, the
County’s largest community.
The first fairs were held on lower Wisconsin St. in the area of the VFW hall, the
Armory and Berlin Memorial Hospital today. Large tents formed the display pavilions for the produce and livestock competitions. Early pictures show a multi-level covered grandstand at a dirt racetrack.
Horse racing was a big part of the Fair
entertainment and Berlin had its share of
good horses and good races. (In fact horse
owners used to race their horse and buggies
along Wisconsin St. for years before the
racetrack was built). With the advent of
Riverside Park Farms with their stock of
champion pacers and trotters, horseracing
really took on prominence. (Another interesting note is that ostrich races were held
here in the early part of the 20th century and
in the 1950s the VFW held stock car races
on the dirt track).
Attendance and participation dropped off
during the Civil War as could be expected
with over 190 men from Berlin alone
fighting in the ward.
In 1871 a booklet was printed listing the
various items being shown and their premiums (awards). The title of the booklet was
Regulations and Lists of Premiums of the
Combined Green Lake Agricultural Society and Berlin Mechanical and Farmer’s
Agricultural Association Fair.
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In that year a new fairgrounds was
being developed on Wisconsin Street
which included the old fairgrounds and
track. These were advertised as the Berlin “Blue Ribbon Fairs.”
Free vaudeville acts were unknown
yet, instead there were plowing contests
and other tests to show the superiority of
one farmer over the other or of one
housewife over the other.
The main attraction of the week was
always the horse races with purses of
$50 and $75. These were really large
purses—to give you prospective: in today’s dollars $50 would be worth $970
and $75 would be worth $1,450.
That old book also showed an interesting list of premiums under the Miscellaneous heading: Best display of boots &
shoes=$2 & $1; Best display of harness
work= $2 & $1; Best display of cabinet
work=$5 & $3; Best display of leather &
tanning=$2 & $1; Best display of stonecutting work= $2 & $1; Best sash, molding and blinds= $3; Best display of dentistry(?)=$2 & $1; Best etymological
specimens=$2 & $1. (Bet you can guess
what types of businesses were prevalent
in Berlin at the time)
According to the newspapers, the
Fairs continued on this Wisconsin St.
site until 1879. Bad weather, poor attendance, lack of leadership and other
factors caused the fairs to be discontinued until May of 1898 when a new Fair
organization was announced, with plans
to hold a fair on new fairgrounds. This
time the grounds were located on Huron
St. across from Oakwood Cemetery in
the vicinity of Sadoff’s and DK Trucking today.
The new exhibition building was designed by Dodge Blackstone, a prominent Berlin architect and engineer.
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He also laid out the roads in Oakwood
Cemetery and was involved in other city
projects. It was built by Julius and August
Ceman, well-known local contractors. This
site had a permanent Ferris wheel among
other attractions. By this time vaudeville
acts joined the program.
Ten years later, when the land lease ran
out, the fair was again moved back to the
Wisconsin St. site on a 29 acre plot. “Work
bees” were organized and many citizens
came out to help tear down, move and rebuild the buildings on the new site. Ladies
served food to the men workers. A new
half-mile track was built and the new
grandstand seated 2,000 people.
By 1926 the Fair was discontinued due
to lack of funds. A Fall Festival, sponsored
by the Chamber of Commerce was held on
Market Square in 1927. It was advertised
as a “Junior Agricultural Fair” with County
Agent C.D. Carew in charge. Green Lake
County did have a booth at the Wisconsin
State Fair for the first time that year. (The
next year they declared it too much work
and they did not return).
A Harvest Festival and Community Fair
was advertised as being on Market Square
and in City Hall in 1929 in conjunction
with Berlin’s Mardi Gras. Again in 1934
the Harvest Festival was held in tents on
Market Square with some displays in the
Johnson Fortnum buildings. Novelty races
and contests were part of the program.
By this time the beautiful, new 1908
white painted buildings of the old fairgrounds were empty and neglected. They
were gradually razed for other building
purposes. Dances were held in one of the
buildings for a number of years.
The Junior Free Fair as we know it today was started in 1939 and held in Green
Lake in the Community Hall and County
Highway grounds. The fairgrounds have
expanded over the years and new buildings
built. Seventy-four years later the Green
Lake County Free Fair still showcases agricultural produce, livestock, domestic
goods and other exhibits. Inventions and
new products still command a place. Horse
racing is long gone and the Ferris wheel is
joined by other rides. Stage shows and
local talent entertain the fairgoers.
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The Berlin Area Historical Society is a fully recognized
non-profit Educational Institute affiliated with the Wisconsin Historical Society. The Mission of the Society is to
preserve and interpret the history of the Berlin Area.

P. O. Box 83
Berlin, WI 54923 or
111 S. Adams Ave.
Berlin WI 54923

Currently the Society owns and operates four museum
buildings. The Museum of Local History, located at 111
S. Adams Ave includes a two-story brick house, the former Kroll Bottling Works and the former Huser Black-

Phone: 920-361-2460
E-mail: lerdmann@centurytel.net

smith Shop. This museum complex is open on the second and fourth Sundays from Memorial Day to Labor
Day from 1-4 p.m. and always by appointment.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday
during the months of Jan. through May and
Sept. through Dec. at 6:30 p.m. at the Berlin
Public Library, corner Park Ave and N. Pearl St.
Guests are always welcome

The one-room school house, Clark School is located at
the entrance to Riverside Park on Water St. and is open
by appointment.
Call 920-361-2460 for information on these museums
or to make an appointment.
The Berlin Area Historical Society is maintained by
DONATIONS and membership. All persons interested in
history are encouraged to join.

Join the Berlin Area
Historical Society
Name……………………………………………………………………
Street……………………………………………………………………
City & State…………………………………………………………..
Telephone…………………………………………………………….
E-Mail…………………………………………………………………..

Do you have an email address? Or a
new address?
Please let Lee Erdmann know so that
we can keep our
membership lists up
to date.
lerdmann
@centurytel.net or
920-361-2460

_____________________________________________
Individual Dues—-$10.00
Family —$15.00
Make Checks payable to: Berlin Area Historical Society and mail to
P. O. Box 83, Berlin WI 54923

We are now on Facebook
Become a “Friend”
Berlin Area Historical Society

