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BAHS Celebrates 50th
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New additions
to collections
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BAHS established New
History Maker
Award
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On Wednesday June 13,
2012 members and guests of
the Berlin Area Historical
Society gathered at the First
National Bank depot building to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the organization with a pot luck.
President Bobbie Erdmann presented gifts to Jack
Wahlers and Don Krebsbach
both charter members of the
club.
Special recognitions were
also given to the Berlin
Journal represented by Jim
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Wolff, the Berlin Senior
Center represented by
Karen Newman, and Alderman Ed Marks representing the City of Berlin
in thanks for their support.
After the meal and
presentations Tom
McMasters and Karen
Schweigert presented their
rendition of the 1960’s
radio show “The Bickersons.” Laughter rang out
as the couple demonstrated why they were called
the Bicker..sons.

O p e n

This summer saw over 120
visitors to our museums. They
came from seven different
states, the surrounding area
communities and Berlin

Citizens of Berlin and area
continue to choose BAHS to
donate their artifacts for our
collections.
Latest acquisitions include cranberry planting and
harvesting equipment from
the Pribnow family. This
equipment was used on the
Berlin Cranberry marsh. A
new cranberry display is
being planned.
Mr. Mastricola of Redgranite is donating quarry
working tools that were used
by the family. This display
will also be redone when all
the pieces are gathered.
The Green Lake County
Homemakers have donated
their pictures, records and
scrapebooks to the museum.
Fran Czinsky gave a beaver derby hat that used to
belong to John O’Connell. It
will be displayed in the millinery shop.

H o u r s

Thanks to Ruth Gimenez for
co-ordinating the volunteers
and all who took a turn.
The museums are closed for
the season but special

a

s u c c e s s
arrangements can be made to
view the museums at any
time by calling Lee or Bobbie
Erdmann at 920-361-2460
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Story published in Berlin Courant being reintroduced.

D i s p l ay

Carrie Zeman one of the editors of
the book A Thrilling Narrative of
Indian Captivity Dispatches from
the Dakota War visited Berlin in
September. The 1862 story, written
by Mary Butler Renville, first appeared in the Berlin Courant and
later in book form in 1863, then
disappeared into obscurity.

Berlin Area Historical Society
had a dual display at the Berlin
Public Library during the months
of August and September.
One half of the display was on
the cranberry industry of Berlin
with pictures from our collection, books and a variety of cranberry products.
The other side held our First
Ladies doll collection that had
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been donated to us a few years ago
by Mrs. Elaine Albright. She also
provided research she had done on
the ladies to include with the dolls.
Their gowns were hand crocheted by
Mrs. Albright and represent those
worn for their president’s inauguration.
The dolls are now on display at the
Berlin Senior Center and will be
there during the month of November.

A UW-O student is volunteering at the museum
working on sorting some of
our photos.

Rear Admiral (Ret.)
James Carey visited Berlin
this summer and met with
Lee & Bobbie Erdmann.

Dan Freimark presented
a program to the Berlin
Rotary Club on railroading
in Berlin using some of the
club’s photo collection.
Members are available to
do programs for any organization. With almost 9,000
images now digitized the
club can customize a program about almost any
subject pertaining to Berlin
history.

Paranormal Investigators of Milwaukee visited
the museum building in
August. This is the second
paranormal group to make
a visit.

Later the Renville’s daughter Ella
attended Ripon College for a time
and became friends with a girl from
Berlin.
BAHS has a reprint of the pub-

N e w s

Berlin Area Historical
Society is now a member
of the Berlin Chamber of
Commerce.

Jon and Halina Wright
visited Berlin and brought
along some more artifacts
for the Wright display.

After their release, the Renvilles
lived with relatives in Berlin for
about a year and Mary published her
journal then. Ms. Zeman along with
her co-editor Kathryn Zabelle
Stodola provide historic background
to the events leading up to the conflict and afterwards in this new
book.

Call Lee Erdmann, 3612460 for information.

BAHS Establishes New Community Award
Berlin Area Historical Society has established a new community recognition award, the History Maker award.
The first recipient of this award was Tori Cassidy. Tori is
the first Berlin scout to receive the prestigious Girl Scout
Gold Award. She has been in the scouting program since
kindergarten. The presentation of this and other awards and
recognitions took place on Sat. October 27th at the Berlin
Armory. President Bobbie Erdmann presented the BAHS
award.
The club will be looking for other citizens who are making
history.

V o l u m e
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Bottling Works building with new
paint, shingle front and brush
With the help of Bill Schuman and
family the Berlin museum buildings
and grounds got a much needed facelift.
The Bottling Works building steel
roof was coated and fascia and soffits
were replaced. The front of the building
was reshingled above the garage door
and the broken shutters removed.

G r o u n d s

G e t

All the trim received a fresh coat of
paint. It now sports a black and white
scheme that complements the red
brick of the main structure.
The trees next to the building were
trimmed, and the overgrown brush on
the south side was removed.
Earlier this summer it was discovered that we had a furry friend making
his/her home on the second floor of
the building. Repeated efforts by a
professional AND by members Erdmann and Freimark failed to capture
this intruder. All this attention and the
activity of the repair however convinced our “friend” to find another
abode. With the soffits closed in hopefully other “tenants” have been discouraged.
The fence along the back of the
yard was also repaired by the Schumans and all the brush removed.
Finally, the clapboard siding on the
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south side of the main building was replaced with white vinyl siding. The old
wooden siding was removed, the wall
repaired and the new siding put on. The
trim and doors on this building will have
to wait until spring to get its new color.
Another project for spring is the shed
extension on the back of the main building. This space is being considered for a
new ice harvesting display.

2012 Ghost Walk A Success

Gene Berlowski, wearing a Civil War
officer’s hat keeps things moving in the
The 2012 BAHS Ghost Walk at
Oakwood Cemetery titled “soggy graves,
rotting wool and tales of the late unpleasantness” commemorating the 150th anniversary of the nation’s Civil War was
another success. Two hundred visitors
from Berlin, surrounding communities,
and as far away as the Milwaukee area
and Illinois enjoyed an evening of Civil War
history and Berlin’s involvement in that

war. Guides, Dan & Heidi Freimark,
Leone Seaman, Bobbie Erdmann, and
Chris Kalupa took attendees on a journey that included meeting up with such
Berlin characters as the Gardner brothers
a.k.a. the John Prindle family; Mabel
Strong, a niece of Nathan Strong a.k.a.
Abby Freimark; Mrs. Ward a.k.a. Julie
Boeck, mother of Joseah Ward, a Confederate captain buried at Oakwood;
Erastus Montague a.k.a. Don Fink; Alfred Tucker, a.k.a. Louie Lawent; Lt.
Col. William Bugh a.k.a. Lee Erdmann;
Capt. David Evans and his steward,
Marcus Dickhut and Jacob Freimark.
Tourgoers also learned about the Berlin
Grand Army of the Republic Post #4, the
oldest G.A.R. post in the nation and other facts about “Berlin’s boys.”
Members, Gene Berlowski, Ruth
Gimenez and Ron Harke oversaw the
crowds waiting in the Griffith Chapel.
Six attendees won door prizes
including Julia Boeck of Redgranite;
David Cole of Green Lake; Peggy

Drover of Berlin; Jennifer Luther of Oshkosh; Barb Manka of Berlin and Christine
Voight of Omro.
This is the 8th year that the club has arranged this cemetery walk in October. Each
year there is a different theme so tourgoers
can come each year and get a different tour.
This is the club’s main source of funding.
The committee is working on next year’s
theme.

Ron Harke in charge of ticket sales at
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The Berlin Area Historical Society is a fully recognized
non-profit Educational Institute affiliated with the Wisconsin Historical Society. The Mission of the Society is to
preserve and interpret the history of the Berlin Area.

P. O. Box 83
Berlin, WI 54923 or
111 S. Adams Ave.
Berlin WI 54923

Currently the Society owns and operates four museum
buildings. The Museum of Local History, located at 111
S. Adams Ave includes a two-story brick house, the former Kroll Bottling Works and the former Huser Black-

Phone: 920-361-2460
E-mail: lerdmann@centurytel.net

smith Shop. This museum complex is open on the second and fourth Sundays from Memorial Day to Labor
Day from 1-4 p.m. and always by appointment.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday
during the months of Jan. through May and
Sept. through Dec. at 6:30 p.m. at the Berlin
Public Library, corner Park Ave and N. Pearl St.
Guests are always welcome

The one-room school house, Clark School is located at
the entrance to Riverside Park on Water St. and is open
by appointment.
Call 920-361-2460 for information on these museums
or to make an appointment.
The Berlin Area Historical Society is maintained by
DONATIONS and membership. All persons interested in
history are encouraged to join.

Join the Berlin Area
Historical Society
Name……………………………………………………………………
Street……………………………………………………………………
City & State…………………………………………………………..
Telephone…………………………………………………………….
E-Mail…………………………………………………………………..

Do you have an email address? Or a
new address?
Please let Lee Erdmann know so that
we can keep our
membership lists up
to date.
lerdmann
@centurytel.net or
920-361-2460

_____________________________________________
Individual Dues—-$10.00
Family —$15.00
Make Checks payable to: Berlin Area Historical Society and mail to
P. O. Box 83, Berlin WI 54923

We are now on Facebook
Become a “Friend”
Berlin Area Historical Society

